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Yo k ids. Th is  is  th e  se cond issue  of 
Bik e plague . D e spite  be ing ch ase d by 
rave nous be asts, ge tting fat, drink ing far 
too m uch  coffe e , a com ple te  lack  of 
inte re st from  anyone  but ourse lve s and 
our ow n cycling ability (or lack  th e re of), 
w e  som e h ow  found th e  tim e  to put 
toge th e r a se cond issue . Found w ith in 
th e se  page s you'll find lots and lots of 
stuff, including stuff about th e  AW ESO M E 
Santa M onica Critical M ass first birth day 
ride , a Bik e W inte r re vie w  se ction, random  
storie s, film s w ith  b ik e s  in th e m , an 
inte rvie w  w ith  local w rite r w ith  a pe nch ant 
for bik e s, Cole  Coonce  and oth e r good and 
cool stuff. W e  w e re  going to do a cale ndar 
se ction lik e  w e  did last tim e  but w e  w e re  
too lam e . Ch e ck  out w w w .bik e boom .com  
for bik e  stuff in LA.

- m organ

Th e  Bik e pLAgue  cre w  th is  m onth  
w as budge , lisa, luz , m att, m ax, 
m e gan m oth  attack , m olly, 
m organ, m s. spindle , tom atoe s 
and trista cine m a be e .

W anna ge t involve d? Got 
som e th ing to contribute ? W ant to 
distribute  to local sh ops and stuff? 
Ge t in touch  th e n, yo! 
Contributions be st in plain te xt 
form at w ith  picture s  as se parate  
attach m e nts. E- m ail us at 
bik e plague @ gm ail.com

Th is  w ork  is  lice nse d unde r th e  
Cre ative  Com m ons Attribution-
Sh are Alik e  2.5 Lice nse . To vie w  
a copy of th is  lice nse , visit 
h ttp://creativecom m ons.org/lic
ense s/by- sa/2.5/ 
or se nd a le tte r to Cre ative  
Com m ons, 543 H ow ard Stre e t, 
5th  Floor, San Francisco, 
California, 9 4105, U SA.

Basically, th is  lice nse  m e ans 
you can copy it fre e ly unde r th e  
sam e  te rm s as long as you 
attribute  it. H e ll, copy it and 
se ll it for $1 to re coup your 
copying costs! bik e pLAgue  is  
constructe d by boring se m i-
e m ploye d ge e k s  using Scribus 
unde r Linux. H e ll ye ah !

Ne e dle ss to say, bik e pLAgue  in 
no w ay e ndorse s th e  sorts of 
stupid adve nture s and storie s 
containe d w ith in th e se  page s. 

LA



NewsFe bruary Critical M ass h ad 
about 100 pe ople  and w as th e  m ost fun one  
in aw h ile .  Im prom ptu body of w ate r tour. 
Th e  ride  h ad good spe e d, good vibe , good 
route .  No m ajor car- bik e  inte ractions.  W h at 
e lse  could you w ant?   

Fe bruary M idnigh t Ride rs  h ad a ridiculous 
am ount of pe ople .  500?  700?  Th e  only 
num be rs w e  trust com e  from  Joe  Linton and 
w e  h ave  not h e ard from  h im .       

Som e  SW ARM  k ids w e nt out to D e ath  Valle y 
for th e  Spring Adve nture  Corps double  
ce ntury th e  first w e e k e nd in M arch .  Som e  
h ave  h ad be tte r ride s, but appare ntly th e  
adve nture  w as th e re  for e ve ryone .

LACBC h as k ick e d off th e ir cam paign to ge t 
sh arrow s on th e  road in Los Ange le s.  Ch e ck  
out th e ir w e bsite  for all th e  de tails. 

w w w .labik e coalition.org/  Also, th e  annual 
LA Ride  h appe ns M ay 21st th is  ye ar.

Tour de  D rugs in Re dondo Be ach  w e nt off! 
Th e  South  Bay k ids  cam e  th rough  w ith  3 tall 
bik e s, a bronco bik e , a drunk  bik e  (spring 
w e lde d be tw e e n th e  ste m  and fork s), a sk id 
bik e  and a sw ing bik e .  About 10 LA ride rs  
m ade  th e  45 m ile  round trip to h ang out and 
e at at th e  BBQ.  Som e  race rs rode  around in 
circle s w h ile  te e nage rs and te ach e rs  alik e  
took  turns trying to ride  th e  fun bik e s.  

Paul from  Ch oppe rCabras h as be e n busy 
m ak ing bik e  propaganda in th e  form  of 
stick e rs  and patch e s.  Se e  h im  in pe rson for 
th e  late st.

Bik e Boom  cale ndar is  active ; ch e ck  it out at 
w w w .cale ndar.bik e boom .com  for poste d 
ride s.  Th e  be st th ing on th e re  righ t now  is  
Ch ris  Ne lson's all nigh t ride  starting Friday 
nigh t, th e  24th , at W ilsh ire  &  W e ste rn at 
m idnigh t.   Bre ak fast in Long Be ach !  Ch e ck  
it out. 



From : m atth e w  k ate s  <m atth e w k ate s @gm ail.com >

To: bik e plague @gm ail.com
Subje ct: Practical Activis m

I w e nt to colle ge  around San Francisco. I didn't ride  a bik e  th e n. Actually, now  th at I th ink  

about it, I did ride  a bik e  but it w as a sh itty BM X and Be rk e le y  is m ore  of a w alk ing tow n, 

anyw ay. Point be ing… th e  bay are a is not ne arly as gre at a bik e  tow n as L.A . If you ride  a 

bik e  in S.F. you're  just try ing to ge t around faste r. If you are  on a bik e  figh ting traffic in L.A . 

you are  m ost lik e ly th e  re al F'ing de al.

So, point be ing… I w e nt to colle ge . In colle ge  th e re  is a lot of Activism . "W h at th e  Eff is 

activism ," you ask ? W e ll, activism  is w h at h appe ns w h e n you give  an opinionate d pe rson 

w ith  good ne tw ork ing sk ills a little  bit of inform ation about a controve rsial issue . Ne xt th ing 

you k now , pe ople  are  w ande ring around carry ing h om e m ade  signs (or god forbid, 

puppe ts) w ith  stupid slogans on th e m , ch anting stuff. Its k ind of lik e  re m e dial 

ch e e rle ading for pe ople  th at didn't go to football gam e s in h igh  sch ool. A nd it h as about 

th e  sam e  e ffe ct on h ow  th e  gam e  goe s. (A s it h appe ns, I w e nt to e ve ry  football gam e  

be cause  I w as in th e  stupid Band, be cause  m y  ne igh bor convince d m e  th at it's w ay 

be tte r th an h aving to do P.E., w h ich  in re trospe ct w as com ple te ly and utte rly W rong.)

So, point be ing…  activism  is lam e . "G o h om e  and re cycle  or som e th ing," is w h at I h ave  to 

say to activists. O r e ve n be tte r! R ide  your bik e  inste ad of driving a car. D id you k now  th at 

driving a car is th e  num be r one  cause  of pe ople  you've  ne ve r m e t ge tting k ille d in a 

place  you'll ne ve r e ve r be ? A lso, cars are  th e  num be r one  cause  of e vil m oth e rfuck e rs in 

suits m ak ing lots and lots of m one y! D riving cars is also a m ajor cause  of pe ople  talk ing 

sh it about L.A ! (W h ich  suck s, be cause  I w as born in L.A ., and de spite  th e  fact th at th is 

place  is re ally fuck e d, it's m y  h om e . So Eff you, S.F.)

So, point be ing… I th ough t it w as re ally F'ing w e ird w h e n I re alize d th at Bush  is lik e  m y  

girlfrie nd's pussy  h airs and D ick  is lik e  m y  pe nis and Colon is lik e  e ve rybody's butt-h ole ! 

A nd you k now  w h at e lse ? G e orge  Bush 's son G e orge  k ind of look s lik e  a ch im panze e ! But 

also, pointing it out doe sn't solve  anyth ing! In fact, if I fe lt lik e  be ing logical I w ould try  to 

convince  you th at it m ak e s th ings w orse ! But I don't.

So, point be ing… go ride  your bik e . Th at's all you ne e d to do. Th e  w orld is guarante e d to 

be  a be tte r place  for it and you don't h ave  to le arn about politics, w h ich  is re ally F'ing 

h ard, anyw ay. 

Readers' Letters

Th is  m onth  w e  h ave  som e ow h at of a rant from  one  M atth e w  
Kate s.  W h at can w e  say oth e r th an th at w e  sym path ise , Th e w ? 
Politics de finite ly is  F'ing h ard.  D oe s anyone  out th e re  
unde rstand w h at it's  all about?

W rite  to us at b ik eplague@ gm ail.com !



I'd be e n urging Ch ris to ride  w ith  m e  on any 
of th e  m any ride s in L.A. for th e  past 6 m onth s 
or so, but h e  alw ays h ad som e  e xcuse . Finally, 
I sugge ste d M idnigh t R idazz  and h e  agre e d to 
go. Th is w as th e  2 ye ar annive rsary "M ak e  
Out" ride  and I w as supe r e xcite d to tak e  a 
bik e  virgin out on a h ot date  w ith  h is b ik e .
H e  drove  out from  Santa M onica and w e  rode  
th e  10 m ile s from  m y place  in South  Ce ntral to 
th e  starting point in Ech o Park . Ch ris  is  a 
runne r, not a cyclist, so alth ough  h e  ow ns a 
bik e , h e  doe sn't ride  it m uch  and th e  ride  out 

w as a bit tiring for h im . W e  took  Broadw ay 
south  and th e  stre e t w as m ostly carle ss. Th e  
nigh t w as foggy and cool. Ve ry rom antic.
As w e  w e re  approach ing dow ntow n h e  be gan 
ask ing h ow  far w e  w e re  from  th e  m e e ting spot 
and I k e pt te lling h im  2 m ile s, 2 m ile s, 2 m ile s. 
H e  k e pt ask ing and I k e pt giving h im  th e  sam e  
answ e r. It w as a long tw o m ile s for h im  and I 
fe are d th e  nigh t ride  w ould be  too m uch . W e  
ran into som e  frie nds on Gle ndale  just a fe w  
block s from  Ech o Park  and w e  trie d riding w ith  
th e m , but th e y w e re  a bit too fast for our 
ne w bie .
D e pe nding on w h o you ask , th e re  w e re  
anyw h e re  from  500- 1,000 ride rs. I th ink  it w as 
m ore  tow ards th e  low e r e nd, but I w asn't 
counting. W e  m e t up w ith  our LA FNB buddie s  
and Ste ve  from  Sacto FNB brough t us donate d 

ve gan cook ie s, so I k ne w  it w as going to be  a 
good ride .
W e  rode  from  Ech o Park  to Silve r Lak e  to 
Atw ate r Village  to Gle ndale  w h e re  w e  w e nt 
th rough  th e  Gle ndale  Galle ria park ing lot. 
Along th e  w ay w e  h ad som e  police  cars 
block ing traffic for us and I th ough t, "H ow  k ind 
of th e m  to h e lp us for a ch ange "; Gle ndale  cops 
are  particularly nasty. Just a fe w  m inute s afte r 
saying th at I notice d a police  h e licopte r 
be am ing it's  ligh ts at us and I w as re m inde d of 
m y ve ry first ride  back  in July of 2004 to 
H ollyw ood Fore ve r Ce m e tary.
I continue d to lose  Ch ris  in th e  h uge  crow d of 
bik e s  th rough out th e  ride  and w aite d se ve ral 
tim e s only to find th at h e  w as actually ah e ad of 
m e . From  Gle ndale  w e  turne d back  to Atw ate r-
Silve r Lak e - Ech o Park  and finally onto Stadium  
W ay to Acade m y Road w h e re  w e  clim be d a h ill 
to ge t to th e  m ak e - out spot. Th e  vie w  w ould 
h ave  be e n love ly if not for th e  fog e nve loping 
us. W e  h ung out w ith  tw o ve ry cute  boys, but I 
didn't ge t any action be cause  th e y w e re n't m y 
type  (ya k now , h e te ro). No h ot m ak e - out 
se ssions w ith  anyone , but a good tim e  
none th e le ss.
Ch ris  and I rode  out just afte r 1AM  back  to m y 
place . H e  w as supe r ple ase d w ith  th e  ride , 
th ough t it w as e asy, w ill be  com ing out for 
m ore , and is  bringing frie nds. Yay!
I sh ould m e ntion h ow e ve r, th at h is  s it bone s 
didn't appre ciate  th e  36 m ile  ride  and h e  spe nt 
th e  ne xt day re sting at h om e .
Not bad for a ne w bie , e h ?

th e  bad stuff: I k now  of at le ast th re e  b ik e - car 
crash e s  th at nigh t, but all ride rs  are  ok ay. I saw  
cops h arrassing ride rs  and pulling th e m  ove r 
and I be lie ve  som e  pe ople  got tick e te d, but I 
can't be  sure .
th e  good stuff: Jim m y w ore  a w h ite  suit and 
pe dale d as Em ily, w h o w as dre sse d lik e  cupid, 
passe d out ch ocolate  k isse s  w h ile  sitting atop a 
platform  just above  th e  front w h e e l of h is  b ik e . 
It w as supe r cute .
- - luz  angélica

A H ot Date With  My Bike



Bike &  H ike Mt. 
Joseph ine

Ride  th e n h ik e ... 
de finite ly a w ay of 
tak ing a re gular 
're cre ational 
e xcursion' into a m ore  
adve nturous outing, adding th at 
e dge  of e xploration and se lf-
supporte d to a sim ple  w e e k e nd 
activity. I le ft m y h ouse  ne ar 
D ow ntow n LA a little  afte r 8am  to m e e t 
frie nds at Cle ar Cre e k  range r station at 
10:00am , som e  25 m ile s aw ay. Too 
m uch  food and little  e xe rcise  ove r th e  
w inte r m onth s com bine d w ith  a 
m e sse nge r bag lade n w ith  pasta, 
ch ange  of cloth e s, lock , book ... le d to a 
slow  spe e d up Ange le s Cre st h igh w ay 
but I finally arrive d at 10:30am . M y 
frie nds h ad tak e n a w rong turn and 
e nde d up in Arcadia. Good th ing for 
m e , as th at m e ant th e y didn't arrive  
until 10:35am . I got ch ange d in th e  
re stroom  and loope d m y U - lock  
th rough  m y cycling cloth e s, h e lm e t, 
de tach e d front w h e e l and fram e . 
Probably look e d as if som e  roadie  w as 
off in th e  w oods nak e d to th e  casual 
obse rve r. W e  grabbe d a m ap from  th e  
range r station and se t up off th e  
fire road opposite  th e  fire  station at 
Cle ar Cre e k . Th e  going w as good and 
four m ile s and 19 00' of e le vation gain 
late r w e  re ach e d th e  top of M t. 
Jose ph ine . Gre at vie w s all around (bar 
th e  sm og from  LA). W e  sat around for 
an h our m ak ing bad jok e s  and e ating 
lunch , th e n trundle d back  dow n th e  
w ay w e  cam e  to th e  range r station. I b id 
fare w e ll to m y frie nds, got ch ange d, 

re asse m ble d m y bik e  and coaste d all th e  
w ay h om e  by 4:30pm .
- m organ

START

LOCK UP

FINISH!



SANTA MONICA CRITICAL MASS
1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY: Friday, February 3rd, 20 0 6

"Only one  ye ar?", som e one  
e xclaim e d. Yup. H e re  in Los Ange le s, 
Santa M onica Critical M ass h as only 
be e n going for a ye ar, but it's be e n a 
good ye ar. Starting from  scratch , it's 
built up to th re e -figure  crow ds. 

Th is  w as m y first foray on th e  w e stside , 
alth ough  I'd be e n h e aring good re ports. I 
m e t up w ith  th e  U CLA sate llite  group at 
5:30pm  at th e  W e stw ood and Le  Conte  
inte rse ction. For a w h ile  th e re  w e re  only four 
of us, but w e  ste adily accrue d m ore  pe ople  
until w e  w e re  around tw e nty. W e  rolle d off 
into th e  ble ak  e ve ning fog, tak ing W e stw ood 
dow n to O h io, th e n onto Santa M onica, 
brie fly m ak ing th e  sw itch  to Colorado for th e  
de sce nt on Santa M onica Pie r. A m ode rate  
crow d aw aite d us so w e  conte nte d ourse lve s 
ch itch atting until th e  tim e  cam e  to de part. 
By th is  tim e , w e  h ad a de ce nt crow d.

I don't re call th e  route  w e  took , but w e  
de finite ly saw  a lot of Santa M onica and 
Ve nice : M ontana, Santa M onica, Lincoln, 
Abbot Kinne y, Ve nice  and th e  Boardw alk  
w e re  all roads w e  rode  dow n. Th e  ride  w as 
fun, and varie d. Cork ing of cars w as re ce ive d 
w e ll, on th e  m ost part. A couple  of tim e s  I 
fe lt th at ride rs  w e re  be ing a little  
disre spe ctful of drive rs -  c'm on k ids, cork ing 
is  one  th ing, but cork ing a car w h e n you m ay 
as w e ll le t th e m  go doe s no good for anyone . 
Pay som e  re spe ct, no m atte r h ow  e xtre m e ly 
you are  against cars. But for th e  m ost part, 
th is  w as one  of th e  m ost fun ride s  I've  be e n 
on in LA. Th e  lack  of re spe ct be cam e  
dire cte d back  at us tow ards th e  e nd of th e  

ride  w h e n w e  approach e d th e  Ve nice  
boardw alk  -  a guy w ande re d into th e  m ass, 
push ing ride rs  and ye lling. Naturally 
e nough , som e  push e d back  and be fore  long 
a pote ntial figh t situation e m e rge d w ith  four 
guys on foot ch alle nging th e  m ass. D e spite  
be ing outnum be re d, th e se  guys m ade  up for 
it in m ach ism o. W e  rode  off unscath e d afte r 
som e  w e ll- calculate d pe ace ful inte rve ntions. 

Finally (and boy, w e re  w e  h ungry by now ...), 
w e  m ade  our w ay up to th e  Santa M onica 
Gre e n Party's h e adq uarte rs on Pico and 28th  
to be  gre e te d by tam ale s, be e r, w ate r and 
com fy ch airs. And w h at a gre at vibe . Th e  sort 
of atm osph e re  you ge t at a h ouse  party put 
on by a load of good frie nds. I can't be gin to 
de scribe  h ow  aw e som e  th e  party w as. I k e pt 
w ande ring back  and forth  from  th e  com fy 
couch  / disco h all room  th rough  th e  food 
are a to th e  park ing lot at th e  back . And th at 
w as w h e re  th e  re al fun be gan. Ale c and 
Bryan, El Se gundo bik ing fanatics, h ad 
turne d up w ith  an array of th e ir custom  
bik e s : th e  sw ing bik e  (h inge d at both  th e  
h e ad tube  and  th e  se at tube ), th e  bronco 
bik e  (w h ose  re ar h ub is  off- ce nte r from  th e  
re ar rim ) and th e  sm alle st fixie  in th e  w orld. 
Toppe d off w ith  th e  addition of M ax's rath e r 
fle xible  tall bik e . 

Th e  e ve ning w as aw e som e . So m uch  so, in 
fact, th at w e  w e re  force d to m ak e  tw o trips to 
a ne arby donut sh op to fue l us th rough  th e  
nigh t. 

- m organ

O ne  ye ar of Critical M ass in Santa M onica. Lik e , dude ! Th re e  fe arle ss 
b ik e pLAgue  staff re porte rs w e re  on h and to ch ronicle  th e  proce e dings as th e  
m ass trundle d around Santa M onica and Ve nice  prior to h e ading to a party 
at th e  Santa M onica Gre e n Party's office s  at 28th  and Pico. Ph otos: Ryan.



Does everyth ing you do h ave 
to do with  bikes?

Does everyth ing you do h ave 
to do with  cars?

Ok ay, ok ay, I am  a bit de fe nsive  about m y 
lack  of social activitie s th at  are  non-bik e  
orie nte d.  Th is past Friday w as a spe cial 
occasion: Santa M onica Critical M ass h ad 
its one  ye ar annive rsary ride /party so I 
m ade  th e  cross tow n(s) journe y to join Z ack  
and th e  cre w . 

Som e  th ough ts:
1) It’s cold ove r th e re  on th e  W e stside  2) Tw o 
bik e  traile rs w ith  m usic m ak e  anyth ing 
m ore  fun (e spe cially w h e n playing Public 
Ene m y) 3) Th e  oce an is an am az ing 
back drop for a group nigh t ride  4) Sorry LA, 
but th e  circle s in Ve nice  w e re  a lot m ore  fun 
th an th e  H ollyw ood/H igh land circle s 5) All 

ride s, anyw h e re  and e ve r, sh ould e nd at a 
place  w ith  tam ale s and ve gan ch ocolate  
cak e .  

Th e  party in Gre e n Party appare ntly stands 
for PARTY.   Th e  m usic, food, bik e  film s and 
m icrobre w  k e pt th e  100 plus from  th e  ride  
h anging out for aw h ile .  Th e  w e ird k ids 
w e re  in th e  park ing lot in th e  back  playing 
on th e  fun bik e s: A tall bik e , a sw ing bik e , a 
bronco bik e  (off se t re ar h ub), a sk id b ik e  
(part e xe rcise  b ik e !?), and a m usic bik e  k e pt 
us w e ll e nte rtaine d into th e  e arly m orning. 
Th e  W e stside  can h ang, don’t le t any 
Silve rlak e  track  b ik e  punk  te ll you 
diffe re nt. 

M att

Ps. Th e  Santa M onica Critical M ass ride  
m e e ts at th e  SM  Pie r at 630pm  on th e  
FIRST Friday of th e  m onth .  

“Auth e ntic Ch i-tow n Ph illy ch e e se  ste ak s” 
e xclaim e d th e  glow ing re staurant sign w e  
notice d w h ile  stoppe d at a ligh t.  H uh ?  I 
gre w  up ne ar Ch icago, and as far as I k now , 
th e  W indy City is  k now n for its de e p dish  
piz z a and Ch icago- style  h ot dogs (ne ve r 
m ustard!).  M y riding partne r, from  ne ar 
Ph ilade lph ia, w as e q ually confuse d.  Th e  s ign 
also asse rte d, “It’s  th e  re ale st!”  W e  puz z le d 
ove r th is  for a w h ile .  Th e  re ale st w h at? 
Com pare d to oth e r Ch i- tow n Ph illy ch e e se  
ste ak s?

It w as th e  1- ye ar annive rsary of th e  Santa 
M onica Critical m ass, so w e  de cide d to ride  
out from  th e  East Side  to support Th e  Cause . 

Both  of us be ing pe re nnially late  daw dle rs, 
w e  se t off w e ll afte r w e  h ope d.  I’ll adm it it; 
th is  w as m y first tim e  riding to th e  w e st side . 
I’m  prim arily a com m ute r, going th e  s h ort 
distance  from  m y h om e  in Ech o Park  to w ork  
in M acArth ur Park  or out w ith in th e  
surrounding ne igh borh oods.  To go across 
tow n, I’ll typically drive .  Th at m igh t be  
ch anging, th ough .  M y e xpe rie nce d, w e ll-
trave le d guide  took  into account m y 
ine xpe rie nce  and took  m e  a calm , virtually 
traffic- fre e  route .  W e  cruise d dow n 4th  to 
Re dondo, ove r to Je ffe rson, from  w h ich  w e  
e nte re d th e  Ballona Cre e k  path .  Just be fore  

SANTA MONICA CRITICAL MASS

SANTA MONICA CRITICAL MASS
Th e Realest Ride



e nte ring, w e  stoppe d at th e  park ’s  public 
re stroom s to re le ase  th e  pre - ride  coffe e  from  
our bladde rs and cove r m y nak e d sh ins and 
fore arm s.  Riding across th e  fie ld, brigh t 
ligh ts illum inating k ids  practicing th e ir 
base ball sk ills w ith  th e ir dads, I h ad one  of 
th ose  conte nt, life - is - gre at, th e re ’s - no- place -
I’d- rath e r- be  fe e lings.  W e  de sce nde d to th e  
rive r path  and th e  m ist of th e  cool, e ve ning 
fog, com bine d w ith  th e  industrial nature  of 
th e  concre te - line d w ate rw ay and th e  
m assive  ste e l bridge s, gave  th e  ride  a 
m yste rious, m agical fe e l.  “Isn’t th is  
rom antic?” I ask e d.  “Th e re  are n’t m any girls 
th at w ould th ink  th at,” h e  re sponde d.  Afte r a 
fe w  m ile s, th e  path  e nde d in M arina de l Re y, 
w h e re  w e  caugh t anoth e r m ostly de se rte d 
trail north  to Santa M onica.  

Afte r a fe w  radioe d “W h e re  you at?”s, w e  
finally saw  th e  M asse rs’ re d blink ie s.  W h e n 
w e  got close r, w e  re aliz e d som e  pe ople  h ad 

be e n stoppe d by a cop.  So m uch  for Santa 
M onica’s libe ral re putation!  Alw ays th e  
advocate  for justice , m y coh ort trie d to find 
out w h at w as going on.  I trie d to sh ush  h im  
from  ye lling “Pigs!”, fe arful of re taliatory 
police  action (se e  b ik e pLAgue , issue  #1). 
Afte r h e  w as assure d th at th e y w e re  ok ay, w e  
joine d th e  re st of th e  group.  W e  rode  dow n 
M ain Stre e t and Abbot Kinne y, e liciting th e  
usual stare s  of confusion, ch e e rs  of support, 
raise d fists of solidarity, and angry h onk s  of 
irk e d m otorists.  W e  m ade  our w ay dow n to 
th e  Strand, w h e re  som e  h ot- h e ade d gang 
bange r w ade d into th e  crow d of bik e rs  and, 
for som e  non- e vide nt re ason, starte d 
push ing pe ople  ove r on th e ir b ik e s.  Th is  
ange re d som e , w h o re acte d by push ing h im  
back .  Sh outing and cursing e nsue d, and said 
h ot h e ad rippe d off h is  s h irt to figh t anyone  
w h o w as w illing.  Som e  M asse rs  w e re  
te m pte d, but e ve ntually e ve ryone  got back  
on th e ir b ik e s  and m ove d on.  It w as a 

strange  sce ne . 
Th e re  w as 
som e th ing ve ry 
anim alistic 
about it all, as if 
I w as w itne ssing 
a m ale  bird puff 
out its brigh tly-
colore d ch e st, 
prote cting h is  
te rritory or 
trying to 
im pre ss  a 
pote ntial m ate .  

Finally, w e  
e nde d at th e  
W e stside  Gre e n 
Party 
h e adq uarte rs, 
w h ich  also 



h ouse s  th e  Bik e  O ut Re cycle ry program .  By 
th e  tim e  w e  lock e d up, th e  line  for M am a’s 
tam ale s w as alm ost out th e  door.  W e  took  
our place  in line , and ch atte d it up w ith  a 
re ce nt transplant from  Vancouve r and a 
native  Ange lino w h o h as just re turne d from  
East Africa.  W h e n w e  finally re ach e d th e  
front of th e  line , th e  local m icrobre w  k e g h ad 
th aw e d, be e r w as be ing ge ne rously 
distribute d, and th e  last of th e  rice  and be ans 
w as scrape d onto our porce lain plate s (yay! 
no disposable !).  W e  took  se ats on th e  com fy 
sofas to e at, w h e re  b ik e  vide os (“Still W e  
Ride ” about th e  arre sts in NYC’s Critical 
M ass) scre e ne d sile ntly, m usic playe d, and 
inte rnational Gre e n Party m e m orabilia 
cove re d th e  w alls.  Afte r a w h ile , Z ack  
brough t out a pair of w h e e l- sh ape d ve gan 
ch ocolate  cak e s, th e  supe r- frie ndly 
Gre e n Party lady (w h o w e  h ad, 
unbe k now nst to h e r, starte d calling 
“m om ”) brough t out m ore  re usable  
plate s and fork s, and w e  sang h appy 
birth day to ourse lve s.  H e  th ank e d 
e ve ryone  involve d in m ak ing th e  e ve nt 
(and th e  ye ar) succe ssful and passe d 
out com m e m orative , lim e - gre e n, 
sh e rbe t- colore d spok e  cards. 

O utside  th e  building, th e  South  Bay bik e  
k ids’ cre ations w e re  be ing trie d out by 
th e  curious m asse s  – th e  tall bik e , th e  
sw ing bik e  (h inge d at th e  m iddle ), th e  
bronco bik e  (w h ich  atte m pts to buck  
th e  ride r off th e  se at), and oth e r craz y 
tw o- w h e e le d contraptions.  Th e y also 
h ad D IY polo stick s, block s of w ood 
glue d to th e  e nds of golf club sh afts, and 
a sm all, once - inflate d- but- no- longe r, 
socce r ball.  If a bik e  polo gam e  w as 
playe d th at nigh t, I m isse d it.  W h at I did 
se e , h ow e ve r, w as som e  drunk  guy 
crash ing into e ve ryone  and Ale c as 
grace ful as an O lym pic figure  s k ate r, 

looping around on th e  sw ing bik e .  Som e  
random  h ipste r k ids  w alk e d out of se e m ingly 
now h e re  (actually th e  park ing lot ne xt door) 
and se e m e d fascinate d and e xcite d by th e  
w h ole  sce ne .  I gue ss  it m ust h ave  look e d 
k ind of am az ing if you h ad no ide a such  a 
bik e  culture  e xiste d in Los Ange le s.  

Eve ntually, it got late  and w e  w ante d to go, 
but couldn’t, be cause  w e  w e re  lock e d to our 
frie nd, w h o w as M IA and suspe cte d of be ing 
off in a corne r, m ak ing out w ith  som e  girl. 
Afte r look ing in th e  unuse d room s, and som e  
clue le ss boy be h avior, w e  finally found h im , 
unlock e d our bik e s, and h e ade d e ast, 
anxious to clim b into be d, e xh auste d.

m olly

Gre e n PARTY...



L.A. BIKE WINTER
Afte r th e  succe ss  of L.A. Bik e Sum m e r, a group of pe ople  

involve d de cide d to tak e  th ings  one  ste p furth e r. 
Bik e W inte r: Te n days of ride s, partie s  and oth e r e ve nts. Yay!

Fe e l M y Le gs I'm  A 
Race r h ill race ... in 

th e  rain.



Fe e l M y Le gs; I Am  a Race r is  a 10- stage  h ill 
race  h e ld on th e  10 h arde st/ste e pe st/m ost 
brutal h ills in LA.  Race  day w as Saturday, 
January 14th  and 35 ride rs  s h ow e d up 
de spite  fore casts for rain.  Th e  aw e som e  
te am  of volunte e rs  s igne d pe ople  in and th e  
group w as off to th e  first h ill.  Th e  rain starte d 
be fore  w e  e ve n got th e re .  First h ill: M arvie w  
ne ar Sunse t/Be audry.  Ph otograph e rs  
line d th e  stre e t as th e  ride rs  race d to th e  
top. Th e  conditions prove d to be  
proble m atic from  th e  start.  Pe ople  sliding 
e ve ryw h e re . 

Ne xt h ill: Quinte ro off of Sunse t. 
Sick ly ste e p.  Som e  ride rs  droppe d out at th e  
m e re  s ite  of its aw e som e ne ss.  Th e  rain 
continue d dow n and e ve ryone  w as alre ady 
w e t and cold.  Th e  dow nh ill ride  to Ech o Park  
Blvd for th e  th ird h ill e xaspe rate d it.  Th e  
stage  be gan about a m ile  dow n Ech o Park  
Blvd be fore  th e  le ft onto Baxte r.  Ye ah , Baxte r. 
Th is  w re ck e d pe ople .  M any h ad to push  
th e ir b ik e  up and ove r.  Th e  support ve h icle  
(m y cross b ik e  w ith  a traile r) h ad to be  

push e d up by tw o pe ople .  Th e  rain 
continue s  to com e  dow n and th e  

de sce nts are  
de adly.  Luck ily w e  
are  only racing up. 
Ch aracte r is  be ing 
built w ith  e ve ry 
passing se cond. 

Up and ove r 
th e  oth e r Baxte r and 
th e n up Fargo.  Ye p, 

four h ills de e p be fore  th e  ride rs  w ould clim b 
th e  ste e pe st h ill on th e  w e st coast (ye ah , 
ste e pe r th an anyth ing SF h as to offe r).  Pure  
brutality.  W e  w e re  h aving fun th ough . 
Volunte e rs  push e d th e  
orange s/bananas/w ate r/Clif bars in orde r to 
ligh te n th e ir ow n bags.  O ve r to Gle ndale  via 

Earl th e n up th e  oth e r s ide  of Earl.  Th e  last 
th re e  h ills are  one s I re ally lik e :  D uane  
up from  th e  bottom  of Silve r Lak e  Blvd, 

M altm an from  Sunse t and M ich e ltore na 
north  of Sunse t.  Fantastic!  Th e  group, now  
dow n to about 20, push e d on.  
H ypoth e rm ia in LA?  Probably not, but close r 
th an I w as com fortable  w ith .  W atch ing th e  
de sce nts m ade  m y h air stand up.  Th ank fully 
no one  w as h urt and w e  all m ade  it back  to 
th e  A- h ouse  for th e  aw ards ce re m ony and 
th e  pancak e  bre ak fast (props to Luz  and fam , 
Justin, Ch ris  and oth e rs).  T- sh irts for 
finish e rs  and priz e s  for w inne rs in e ach  
cate gory (spande x and non- spande x), Jack  
M e go and O isin, re spe ctive ly.  Se e  you ne xt 
tim e ?  

M att

Feel My Legs: 
I'm A Racer
10 -H ILL STAGE RACE // SATURDAY, JANUARY 14th

For th ose  w h o w e re n't th e re , Bik e Sum m e r is a m onth -long ce le bration of 
th e  b icycle  th at is h oste d by a diffe re nt city e ach  ye ar. 2005 w as Los 
Ange le s's  ye ar. And w h at a gre at tim e  w e  h ad. So m uch  so, in fact, th at som e  
of th e  k ids  involve d de cide d th e y'd not h ad e nough . And th us w as born 
Bik e W inte r: som e  te n days of Bik e  stuff in Los Ange le s. W e  ask e d som e  of th e  
organiz e rs  to w rite  a bit about th e ir e ve nts.



H aving le arne d w h at w ork e d and w h at didn't 
from  our last scave nge r h unt in O ctobe r, w e  
th ough t w e 'd put toge th e r anoth e r one  for 
Bik e W inte r in January. Planning and 
organiz ing w as m uch  be tte r and th is  tim e  w e  
h ad no com plaints! Th irte e n e nth usiastic 
te am s of tw o, som e  of w h ich  dre sse d up as 
ch aracte rs from  th e  film , be gan th e  race  and 
e le ve n te am s m anage d to finish . Conte stants 
h ad 2.5 h rs. to find 37 ite m s som e h ow  
re lating to th e  ch e e sy 80's  film .

It truly fe lt lik e  w inte r in L.A. w ith  a h igh  of 
61F and w inds strong e nough  to rock  pe ople  
side  to side  w h ile  riding th e  15 m ile  route . 
Th e  course  include d a road block , a taco 
re staurant (actually gre e k  food), a Frie nds of 
Nature  m e e ting w ith  tre e  loving- car h ating 
h ippie s, a se x sh op, a ch urch  w h e re  a prie st 
ble sse d ride rs  for a safe  trip, a rum ble  w ith  a 
bik e  gang, and a baby (duck ) re scue .

I w as Captain Ch aos at th e  last ch e ck point. 
Tw o h ours passe d be fore  I saw  th e  first te am  
approach ing Ech o Park  Lak e  and I be gan 
w orrying and w onde ring if th e y'd all 

give n up, so I spe nt th e  tim e  riding back  and 
forth  along th e  foot path  to k e e p w arm . O nce  
th e  first te am  sh ow e d up, all th e  oth e r te am s 
arrive d at about five  m inute  inte rvals. I w as 
glad to se e  m ost of th e  te am s and e age r to 
h e ad to th e  finish  line  and add up points.

Along th e  w ay te am s h ad to pick  up 
e ve ryth ing from  bananas and toile t pape r to 
e m pty be e r cans and flavore d 
condom s/lube . Se ve ral te am s pre se nte d us 
w ith  roach e s  for points in th e  "H e m p 
anyth ing" cate gory, but didn't sh are . In th e  
"pink  unde rw e ar" cate gory one  spirite d, 
blonde  Aussie  pulle d dow n h is  pants 
re ve aling a th ong th at w as pe rh aps a bit too 
sm all, but I h e ard no com plaints. Tw o te am s 
found th e  s igns th at re ad: "Re - e le ct Se an 'Kill 
a Com m ie ' O 'Sanlon: God, Guns, &  Guts 
Ke e p Us Safe  from  th e  H ippie  Nuts," but one  
s ign re m ains unclaim e d.

Th e  w h ole  race  from  be gining to e nd w as 
film e d by Z ack  and Ryan and w ill be  
subm itte d to th is  ye ar's  Bicycle  Film  
Fe stival, w h ich  w ill visit LA in June .

W e  h ad a sm all ve gan BBQ and partie d 
h ard to th e  sounds of th e  Sh arp Ease , th e  
Pre ssure , and th e  Fullne ss 'til th e  w e e  h ours 
of th e  nigh t.

Th e  top th re e  te am s re ce ive d troph ie s, th e  
last te am  w on a brok e n car air bag, and 
e ve ryone  th at race d got an aw e som e  sh irt 
w ith  th e  U BA logo. Score s  w e re  first place : 
Core y &  M att 62 pts, 2nd: Kris  &  Clyde  58 pts, 
3rd: M ik e  &  H ie p 56 pts, Last: Z ack  &  Ryan 17 
pts.      - - luz

UrbanBikeAssault's

Th e Cannonball Run 
Bicycle Scavenger H unt

First priz e  
caps by Ale c



BikeWinters Divine H oly Ride:

Th e Nacimiento Bike Tour
O n Sunday, January 8th , from  th e  corne r of 
First Stre e t and Ch icago in Boyle  H e igh ts, 
ove r 80 pe ople  ce le brate d th e  se ason of 
Bik e W inte r by tak ing to th e  stre e ts to e njoy 
th e  fam ous and divine  nacim ie ntos of Los 
Ange le s' e ast side .

For th e  5th  ye ar, th e  annual tour dre w  
bicyclists from  all ove r th e  city and be yond 
to e xpe rie nce  m ini Be th le h e m s, m ak e sh ift 
barns and stable s, and in one  case , a 
com ple te  living room  re e nactm e nt of Je sus' 
b irth  and th e  arrival of th e  th re e  k ings. For 
m any bicyclists, th is  w as th e  first tim e  
e xploring th e  h istorically and e th nically 
rich  ne igh borh oods of Boyle  H e igh ts and 
Lincoln H e igh ts.

Th e  tour h e lpe d to cre ate  a be tte r 
appre ciation of th e  e ast side  landscape  for 
ride rs. Th e y found ne igh borh oods th at 

alre ady are  pe de strian orie nte d, crow de d, 
and colorful. Th e y rode  th rough  
ne igh borh oods w ith  stre e t m urals, h and 

painte d store fronts, front yard re ligious 
sh rine s, m ariach i m usicians in practice , old 
Je w ish  te m ple s, and th e  de licious w aft of 
birria, tam ale s, and ch ile  ve rde .

Th e  Nacim ie nto Bik e  Tour is  one  of th ose  
rare  L.A. se conds w h e n w e st- side rs  and 
e ast- side rs, Latino and non- Latino, rich  
and poor, ph ysically active  and non- active  
pe ople  com e  toge th e r and participate  in 
e xploring L.A.'s uniq ue  cultural traditions 
and ph ysical landscape  in a ve ry 
e nvironm e ntally frie ndly w ay.

Nacim ie ntos, or nativity sce ne s, are  a 
tradition th at m any Latinos th rough out 
Latin Am e rica follow  during th e  Ch ristm as 
se ason. Th is  tradition tak e s  place  in th e  
stre e ts of L.A. w h e re  m any im m igrants and 
m ulti- ge ne rational fam ilie s  spe nd 
countle ss h ours cre ating nacim ie ntos in 
th e ir front yards, porch e s, on roofs, and in 
th e  h om e .

Nacim ie ntos range  in siz e , com ple xity, and 
cre ativity. Som e  can be  a sim ple  sce ne  of 
M ary, Jose ph , and Je sus or can be  e laborate  
landscape s w ith  tinse l w ate rfalls, spark ling 

ligh ts, and h undre ds of pie ce s. Each  
nacim ie nto re fle cts th e  cre ator's 
de votion to Ch ristm as and can be  ve ry 

pe rsonal in nature .

For m any Latinos, th e  building of th e  se ts 
be gins th e  day afte r D e ce m be r 12th , w h ich  
is  th e  fe ast day of O ur Lady of Guadalupe , 
and th e y stay up until January 6th , w h e n 
th e  th re e  k ings arrive  w ith  gifts for th e  ne w  
born k ing.

Th e  ride  is  sponsore d by th e  Latino Urban 
Forum , Th e  Rare  Tim e s, and th e  Los 
Ange le s County Bicycle  Coalition. Th e se  
sponsors lik e  to organiz e  ride s  th at 
ce le brate  culture , h istory, and local food. 
Ple ase  fe e l fre e  to join th e  grow ing list of 
riding fans w h o e njoy th e  nook s and 
crannie s  of L.A. at lm ve la@ e arth link .ne t.

Lupe  Ve la and  Jam e s Rojas



O n January 12, I h ad a vase ctom y. O n 
January 8, four days be fore  it I h ad th e  
Tom atoe s' Pro- D e ath , Pre - Vase ctom y 
Ce le bration Bicycle  Ride  as a part of Bik e  
W inte r. I th ough t it ve ry appropriate  to 
h ave  a ride  in com m e m oration to m y 
vase ctom y be cause  m y love  for bicycle  
riding and m y de cision to ne ve r bre e d 
h ave  a lot in com m on. Th e y're  both  fue le d 
by m y de sire  to k e e p m y life  s im ple . 
W riting th is, it's  tak ing a lot of e ffort for 
m e  to not talk  sh it about bre e de rs  and I 
fe e l th at I w as succe ssful up until th is  
se nte nce  be cause  saying th at it tak e s  a lot 
of e ffort to not talk  sh it about th e m  is  in 
e ffe ct, talk ing sh it about th e m  albe it ve ry 
vague ly. Sorry.

Anyw ay, m y ride  starte d at Griffith  Park . I 
brough t 60 dollars w orth  of Th unde rbird 
be cause  I w ante d to se e  pe ople  puk e  and 
plus th at's w h at I se rve d during m y ride  
for Bik e  Sum m e r, and I w ante d to start a 
tradition. Th e re  w e re  about 15 pe ople  on 
th e  ride . It w as no M idnigh t Ridaz z , but I 
w as still ple ase d w ith  th e  turn- out. It 
didn't tak e  long for som e  of us to ge t re ally 
drunk  including your's  truly. W e  h ad a 
group ph oto by th e  statue  of th e  cub and 
th e n took  off e ast dow n Los Fe liz . I, of 
course , w as th e  b igge st h indrance  to th e  
ride . I h ad a big coole r in m y bask e t, and I 
h ad m y old, brok e n- z ippe r back pack  
stuffe d in th e re  on th e  s ide  of th e  coole r. 

First, just a fe w  of m y be longings fe ll out, 
but th e n th e  w h ole  dam n back pack  fe ll 
out going dow n Ve rm ont, dum ping m y 
be longings e ve ryw h e re . And I w as alre ady 
so Pure e d by th at point th at I w as too 
m uch  of a buffoon to gath e r m y stuff 
e fficie ntly, and som e one  h ad to h e lp. So, 
anyw ay w e  finally ge t to th e  first stop, 
Barnsdall Art Park  to w atch  th e  sunse t. If 
you've  ne ve r be e n th e re , you re ally sh ould 
go. It's ve ry be autiful. It's at th e  top of th e  
b ig h ill ne ar Ve rm ont and H ollyw ood. W e  
all sat th e re  and got e xtre m e ly drunk . Th e  
sunse t w as bre ath tak ing. It w as a m om e nt 
to re m e m be r be tw e e n frie nds, bik e s, th e  
city, and alcoh ol. M e , Luz , and Le ty all 
snuck  into th e  Frank  Lloyd W righ t se ction 
and took  picture s.

Afte r th at, w e  w e re  h e ading to th e  La Bre a 
Tar Pits, but Luz  fe ll off h e r b ik e  tw ice , and 
I got scare d, so w e  w rappe d up th e  ride  by 
e ating at a ve gan re staurant in Th ai Tow n. I 
h ad a q ue sadilla. It w as th e  be st q ue sadilla 
I've  e ve r h ad. Eith e r th at, or I w as drunk .

So anyw ay, I'd lik e  to say th at e ve n th ough  
m y ride  w as probably th e  s h orte st 
organiz e d bik e  ride  in th e  h istory of th e  
h um an racists, it w as still re ally darn fun 
and I'll ch e rish  th at m e m ory for m any 
ye ars to com e .

- tom atoe s

Tomatoes' 
Vasectomy Ride



H e re ’s  som e  gre at m ovie s  about bik e s  and 
bik e  ride rs.  I’m  not rating th e m  be cause  th e y 
are  all w orth  w atch ing or th e y w ouldn’t be  on 
th is  list.  Go forth  and re nt!!!

Be ijing Bicycle  (Ch ina 2002)
A young boy finds w ork  as a m e sse nge r and 
h as to buy h is  b ik e , paying it off as h e  w ork s. 

But w h e n it ge ts stole n h e ’s  on a m ission to 
find th e  culprit.  Eve ntually h e  doe s, but 
noth ing is  th at sim ple .  Th is  m ovie  is  sad and 
infuriating but th e  fact th at you fe e l so m uch  
for th e  k id’s  loss is  w h at m ak e s  it so good.

Th e  Bicycle  Th ie f (Italy 19 48)
Th is  Italian Ne o- Re alist Classic, dire cte d by 
th e  gre at Vittorio D e  Sica, is  one  of m y 
favorite  m ovie s.  It turne d m e  on to all th e  
classics of Italian cine m a of th e  50’s  and 60’s. 
(fe e l fre e  to e m ail for sugge stions.)   Post-
W W II de pre ssion finds our sad h e ro Antonio 
finally ge tting h is  b ik e  out of h aw k  so h e  can 
w ork , th e n it ge ts stole n. BASTARD O !  Th e  
w h ole  m ovie  is  Antonio and h is  son Bruno 
(th is  k id is  am az ing) w alk ing all ove r Rom e , 
as h e  trie s  to find th e  b ik e  and figure  h ow  h e  
w ill survive  th e se  de spe rate  tim e s.

Bre ak ing Aw ay (U S 19 79 )
Eve ryone  h as se e n th is  one , but it’s  a gre at 
m ovie .  A group of tow nie  w ork ing class boys 
in Indiana struggle  to figure  out w h at to do 
ne xt w ith  th e ir live s.  Th e  b ik e r in th is  story is  
D ave  and h e  w ants to be  an Italian race r, 
pre te nding to be  Italian to m e e t ladie s  and to 
th e  gre at frustration of h is  fath e r.  Th e re ’s  an 
inspiring race  w ith  a se m i- truck , a 
dish e arte ning one  w ith  th e  Italians, and a 
final race  against th e  colle ge  snobs.  Go 
Cutte rs!

BM X Bandits  (Australia 19 83)
O m igaw d-  th is  w as totally m y favorite  m ovie  

Trista Cine m a Be e , our girl in th e  k now , lists th e  be st m ovie s th e re  e ve r 
w e re  w ith  b ik e s in.

Th e bikepLAgue guide to:
Top Bike Movies!

BM X 
Band its!



w h e n I w as 10!  It only ran in th e  state s on 
H BO, but is  now  available  on Ne tflix.  Nicole  
Kidm an’s first m ovie , it’s  basically “Goonie s” 
on Bik e s. RAD. It’s  form ulaic and goofy, but 
th e  baby bik ing bad- asse s  foil th e  bad guys, 
O F CO U RSE!

I h e art H uck abe e s  (U S 2004)
O ne  of th e  be st m ovie s  of 2004, it’s  re ally all 
about m e ta- ph ysical ph ilosoph y and th e  
nature  of be ing.  But riding bik e s  is  ce ntral to 
th e  le ad ch aracte rs, and it’s  so im portant to 
th e m  th at you can’t h e lp but fe e l good about 
it be ing im portant to you too.  Th at’s nice . 
Jason Sch artz m an is  an e arth - loving poe t 
and M ark  W ah lbe rg sh ow s up to a fire  on h is  
b ik e .  Ble ss th at m an.

Quick silve r (U S 19 86)
Stock  m ark e t star Ke vin Bacon de cide s  h e  
ne e ds a ch ange  and be com e s a NYC bik e  
m e sse nge r.  I h ave n’t se e n th is  m ovie  s ince  it 
cam e  out.  But I k now  th e re  are  som e  good 
riding se q ue nce s and it can’t be  le ft off th is  
list.  

Triple ts of Be lle ville  (France  2003)
A be autifully anim ate d film  about a little  boy, 
Ch am pion, w h o grow s up w ith  h is  
grandm oth e r.  Sh e  trains h is  to be  a race r and 
h e  m ak e s  it to Le  Tour, only to be  k idnappe d! 
Sh e  m ust find h im  and re scue  h im , w ith  th e  
h e lp of th e  w ack y Triple ts of Be lle ville .  Ve ry 

little  dialogue .  GREAT M usic.

H onorable  M e ntion:
Am e rican Flye rs  (U S 19 85)
Ke vin Costne r convince s h is  broth e r 
to train and com pe te  in a long-
distance  bik e  race  ove r th e  Rock ie s. 
Th e ir re lationsh ip is  te ste d and 
straine d as th e y train and race  
toge th e r.  Lots of bik e  race  te ch  talk .

Th e  40-ye ar-old Virgin (U S 2005)
D ork y Andy h asn’t found th e  righ t 

girl ye t, obviously.  Th e  m ovie  is  funny cause  
Ste ve  Care ll is  am az ing, but it m ak e s  th is  list 
be cause  h e  is  a de dicate d bik e  ride r, and th e  
jok e s  about h is  b ik e  are  re ally funny and 
sw e e t.

Action Vids of Possible  inte re st:
Le  Tour de  France  2005: M agnifice nt 7 (6-
D isc Se rie s) (2005) 
Live  cove rage  of th e  race s.

Dive rsion Vide o M agazine
BM X Flatland vide os by local ride r and 
film m ak e r Bobby Carte r.  Sh ot all ove r th e  
w orld.

Odosse y BM X Vide os
Anoth e r local outfit, th is  Ce rritos- base d parts 
m ak e r h as a stre e t riding te am  and 
flatlande rs. 
Casse tte  (BM X) (U K 2003) 
Suppose dly th e  be st British  BM X vide o e ve r.
H it and Run (BM X) (U S 2005) 
Ne tw ork  (BM X) (U S 2003) 

Also ch e ck  out… w w w .digave .com /vide os 
(drag race  NYC)

Enjoy!  
Se nd com m e nts and sugge stions on film s to 
Trista40@ h otm ail.com

Break ing 
Aw ay



M organ: So, te ll us som e th ing about yourse lf, w h o you are ?

Cole  Coonce : W e ll, I'm  k ind of lik e  W alte r M itty: I'm  a bit of a 
w annabe  cyclist in a w ay -  ne ve r q uite  as into it as w h at I th ink  
about. Th e  th ing about cycling is  th at it's  incre dibly h um bling. 
Ph ysically, m e ntally, inte lle ctually, ph ilosoph ically, e tc -  and I th ink  
th at is  m y attraction to it. I th ink  w h at is  inte re sting is  th at de spite  
m y abilitie s  as a cyclist and k now ing just e nough  about bik e s  to ge t 
m e  into trouble , I'm  a h uge  fan of th e rm odynam ics. Cycling be ing a 
th e rm odynam ic proce ss. I've  alw ays be e n a fan of th e  inte rnal 
com bustion e ngine . M assive ly, nuttily into it. In contrast, m ost 
lik e ly, to a big part of your de m ograph ic. M y journalistic 
back ground is  th e  m ost e xtre m e  form s of th e rm odynam ics as 
applie d to th e  autom obile : drag racing. Z e ro to one  h undre d M PH  
in unde r a se cond, z e ro to tw o h undre d and fifty M PH  in 2.3 
se conds, z e ro to th re e  h undre d and th irty M PH  in 4.4 se conds, you 
k now : th e  G- force  is  tak ing th e  s k in off your ch e e k s. But th at be ing 
said, th at is  an e xtre m e  e xam ple  of w h at th e  autom obile  prom ise d 
w h e n it w as be com ing m ass produce d: fre e dom , e xh ilaration. But 
just tak e  a look  at th is  inte rse ction h e re  [ge sture s  as cars stoppe d at 
th e  ligh ts]: th at's not about fre e dom . Th at's about drudge ry. So I 
th ink  th at cycling conve re sly, or ironically, fulfils th e  prom ise  of 
w h at th e  autom obile  w as th e re  to de live r.

On Drag Racing, Cycling 
and Atavistically 
Reconnecting with  th e 
Gh ost of America Past

W e 'd be e n re ading article s by th is guy Cole  Coonce  for 
a w h ile  in local pape rs, and w e 've  be e n pre tty stok e d 
th at th e re 's som e one  w riting m ore  th an just one -offs 
about bik e s as idle  assignm e nts. W e  de cide d to m e e t 
up for a ride  along th e  LA rive r, ove r th e  stiff clim b th at 
is M t. H ollyw ood at th e  back  of Griffith  Park , th e n 
dow n into Los Fe liz  to ge t coffe e  and talk  a bit about 
bik e s, drag racing, and road riding.



M organ: A classic case  of pe ople  forge tting 
about w h at som e th ing w as th e re  for th e  first 
place , righ t? Be com ing routine . 

CC: R igh t. You guys com m ute  to and from  th e  
W e stside  by bik e . I w as re ading re ce ntly 
[re fe ring to th e  re ce nt LA Alte rnative  cove r 
article , "Vicious cycling"] about som e  guy 
le aving h is  job on th e  W e stside  to com e  back  
to Silve rlak e  and th e re , 
com ing off th e  off- ram p of 
th e  fre e w ay is  th e  guy w h o 
h e  w ork s  w ith ! Th at's just 
a classic e xam ple  of 
com m uting. I live  in Eagle  
Rock  and I punch  into 
jobs in Culve r City. And I 
k now  th at it tak e s  m e  one  
h our fifte e n m inute s to 
ride  by bik e  and can tak e  
one  h our tw e nty m inute s 
by car. But e ve ry day it's  1:15 by bicycle . 
Consiste ntly. 

M organ: A b it m ore  pre d ictable  on th e  b ik e . 

CC: Ye ah . 

M organ: So th e  re ason I e m aile d  you 
originally [for th e  inte rvie w ] is b e cause  your 
nam e  h as croppe d  up a fe w  tim e s re ce ntly in 
article s about b ik e s in local pape rs [m ost 
re ce ntly, th e  City Be at article , "Th e  W orld  is 
your Ve lod rom e "]. And  w e  lik e  th at. You're  
into b ik e s. D o th e se  article s re fle ct a grow ing 
inte re st from  publications, or is it you 
pitch ing it to th e m ?

CC: W h at is  th e  cart and w h at is  th e  h orse ? In 
th e  w orld of journalism , it's  h arde r and 
h arde r to stay ah e ad of th e  curve . Eve ryth ing 
is  co- opte d im m e diate ly so w h e n you pitch  
th ings to pe ople , it's  got to be  about stuff 

pe ople  h ave n't h e ard about be fore . And in 
th is  day and age , w e 've  h e ard it all be fore  it's  
e ve n h appe ne d. So w ith  th e  'straigh t' 
publications -  and by th at I don't m e an 
'fe tish ' orie nte d, as I'd de scribe  your fanz ine  
[fuck  ye ah !] -  th e y k now  w h at a bicycle  is, but 
th e y don't unde rstand w h at pe ople  are  so 
nutty about. Th e y don't unde rstand th e  
e nth usiasm . So ye s, I pitch  th e m  on diffe re nt 
th ings th at are  applicable  to cycling and Los 

Ange le s. In th at se nse , I'm  
th e  e ngine  th at's driving 
it. O n th e  oth e r h and, 
trying to e xplain th e  
e uph oria of cycling to 
som e one  w h o doe sn't do 
it, including m any pe ople  
in th e  'straigh t' m agaz ine  
w orld, is  lik e  trying to 
e xplain w h at ch ocolate  
taste s lik e  on LSD  to 
pe ople  w h o've  ne ve r 

tak e n LSD. Th e re  is  an abstraction and th e re  
is  a cognitive  disconne ct to it. W e  all ge t it, 
be cause  w e 've  all got th e  fe ve r. 

M organ: Ye ah , lik e  th at article  you w rote  in 
City Be at and  anoth e r th at I re ad  on line  
w h e re  you rod e  up M t. Bald y w ith  a d rag 
race r. H e 's blasting by you and  you're  q uoting 
d iffe re nt gre at th ink e rs of th e  past to paint a 
pe rfe ct portrait of h ow  it fe e ls.

CC: H a h a! Th at guy is  a bit of a frie nd of 
m ine . H is  nam e  is  W h it Baz e m ore  and h e 's  
k now n as th e  w orld's faste st cyclist be cause  
h e 's  one  of th ose  guys w h o goe s from  z e ro to 
th re e  h undre d M PH  in four se conds. But 
truth  is, h e 'd rath e r be  clim bing Gle ndora 
Ridge  road on a bicycle .

M organ: Ye s, you w rite  a lot about d rag racing 
and  a lot about b ik e s. It se e m s lik e  you're  
alm ost w riting about th e m  as tw o aspe cts of 

"Trying to explain 
th e euph oria of 

cycling to someone 
wh o doesn't do it ... 

is like trying to 
explain wh at 

ch ocolate tastes 
like on LSD to 
people wh o've 

never taken LSD."



th e  sam e  th ing. Can you say a little  m ore  
about th at?

CC: W e ll, w h at m ak e s  drag racing so spe cial, 
and again it's  h ard to e xplain it to pe ople  
w h o h ave n't got th e  fe ve r, and I h ave  th e  
fe ve r alth ough  I'm  a fan, not a race r pe r se . 
Th e re  is  a q uote  from  th e  curator of 
te ch nology at th e  Sm ith sonian about drag 
racing. H e  calle d th e  obse ssion 
'te ch nological e nth usiasm '. You've  got 
pe ople  w h o are  so com ple te ly e nth usiastic 
about th e  te ch nology to th e  e xclusion of 
e ve ryth ing e lse  in th e ir life  th at m ak e s  se nse . 
So w e 've  got you guys [re fe rring to M ax] w ith  
th e  scre w ie st bicycle  de signs you can 
possibly th ink  of, m ak ing w h ate ve r w e ird 
state m e nt you are , but you're  just so into it 
th at you just can't fuck  w ith  it. Th is  pe rson 
w ants to ge t up in th e  m orning and w ants to 
do som e th ing to a bik e  th at m ak e s  it be tte r, 
or m ore  e xtre m e , or m ore  abstract, or 
w h ate ve r it is, and so th at's th e  corre lation: 
drag race rs h ave  th is  w e ird D NA w h ich  says, 
'O K: I h ave  th is  h unk  of alum inum . H ow  can 
I m ak e  it go th re e  h undre d and fourty M PH  
inste ad of th re e  h undre d and th irty?'. And I 
th ink  th e  sam e  scie nce  is  applie d to cycling. 
But th e re 's  also th e  buz z . If you're  s itting in 
th e  dragstrip and you're  going from  z e ro to a 
h undre d in a se cond, th at's th e  sam e  as if 
you're  sat w aiting at th e  inte rse ction and a 
tractor traile r re ar- e nds you at a h undre d 

M PH . It's  th e  sam e  G- force . It tak e  a ce rtain 
type  of pe rson to th ink  th at th at's gre at. So if 
you're  riding your bik e  back  dow n from  
Santa Barbara at 8pm  on a Saturday nigh t 
dow n PCH  and you're  ge tting buz z e d by cars 
at e igh ty M PH  and th e re 's  a part of you th at 
says, 'th is  is  gre at!', it's  th e  sam e  th ing. So I 
th ink  both  drag race rs and cyclists do h ave  
issue s. But th at's w h at's im portant. If th e y 
didn't h ave  issue s, th e re 'd be  noth ing to 
w rite  about, you k now ?

M organ: Ye ah , I'd  d e finite ly agre e  w ith  th at. 
Progre ssing from  th at point, your re ce nt 
article  talk s about th e  e nd  of a re lationsh ip 
b e ing a good  k ick - off point for b e com ing 
re ally into b ik e s and  I'd  say th at both  of us 
can id e ntify w ith  th at. 

CC: Look ing back , and saying, oh , so th at's 
w h e n I got re ally into bik e s...

M organ: Exactly. D o you th ink  th at bre ak ing 
up w ith  som e  sort of a rom ance  is th e  
pre re q uisite  for b e com ing an obse ssional 
cyclist? 

CC: Ye ah . Baz e m ore  -  th is  drag race r -  h ad a 
re ally bad m otorcycle  crash  and a part of h is  
re h abilitation w as to ge t on a traine r -  a 
bicycle  traine r -  for 45 m inute s a day as a 
part of h is  w ork out. And h e  re ally th ough t h e  
w as doing som e th ing. Conve rse ly one  of h is  



frie nds w as th is  olym pic cyclist, and h e  w as 
lik e , 'ye ah , w e ll done , 45 m inute s....'. So h e  
put Baz e m ore  on a re al bik e .  And h e  w as 
ove rcom ing re al ph ysical traum a. And th is  
just got th rough  to h im . Alth ough  I can't 
re ally spe ak  about th at, as I've  ne ve r h ad re al 
ph ysical traum a, I do k now  th e  traum a of th e  
id. O ve rcom ing a bre ak - up: you can e ith e r s it 
th e re  and stare  at th e  w orld and be  m ad at 
th e  w orld, or do som e th ing. So if you're  re ally 
m ad at a m e m be r of th e  opposite  se x, or th e  
sam e , th e n cycling is  a re ally good 
m oth e rfuck , w ith  your tongue  h anging out as 
you're  clim bing a h ill. You k now , in m y 
instance , I w ould lite rally cuss h e r nam e  as I 
w as clim bing. Not th at I w as righ t and th is  
pe rson w as w rong. But probably. So I find 
th at rom antic bre ak - ups are  re ally good for 
ge tting into sh ape .

M organ: You can go e ith e r w ay: a d ow nw ard  
spiral into d rink ing and  d rugs, or say 'fuck  
you! I can look  afte r m yse lf w ith out you!' and  
m ak e  som e  positive  e fforts.

CC: It's  strange . It's  e ve n be yond look ing 
afte r yourse lf. You're  ch anne lling your ow n 
rage . It's  th e  m ost be nign w ay to ch anne l 
th at ange r and ultim ate ly it's  q uite  h e alth y. 
W e  w e re  bullsh itting th is  on th e  w ay up th e  
h ill, but if it w e re n't for cycling th e n th e re 'd 
be  a lot m ore  postal sh ootings and office  
sh ootings. 

M organ: So you go on m id nigh t rid az , you got 
th e  first copy of th e  z ine  w ith out us e ve n 
k now ing it. Th e  LA b ik e  sce ne  is re ally 
fascinating to us, w h ich  is w h y w e  starte d  th is 
z ine . W h e re  d o you se e  th is com ing from ?

CC: If you'll le t m e  m ix m y lite rary 
re fe re nce s, Ale xis  de  Tocq ue ville , a fre nch  
ph ilosoph e r cam e  ove r in th e  1800's and 
talk e d about h ow  th is  w e ird th ing calle d 

de m ocracy w as w ork ing in Am e rica, in spite  
of itse lf. Th at could be  applie d to cycling in 
Los Ange le s. Talk  about sq uare  pe g / round 
h ole . It's  just th e  b ig h am m e r approach . 
M ak ing pe ople  unde rstand. Ge tting back  to 
th e  point th at a bicycle  m ak e s  a lot m ore  
se nse  th an a car a lot of th e  tim e . Th e  only 
re al issue  is  stuff lik e  ch ange s of cloth e s. I 
don't bicycle  e ve ry day but w h e n I do I m ak e  
sure  I h ave  a ch ange  of cloth e s, so I can be  at 
w ork  and not th ough t of as be ing anoth e r 
sm e lly cyclist. But I th ink  'm ove m e nt' is  th e  
righ t te rm , th e re 's  a de finite  groundsw e ll. I 
applaud w h at you guys are  doing, as you're  
de finite ly a part of th at. Just acce ptance  -  if 
you cycle  around oth e r parts of th e  country. 
Pe ople  h e re  th ink  th at cyclists are  from  M ars, 
but e lse w h e re  in th e  country, th e y th ink  
th e y're  from  Pluto. I th ink  in a w ay, cyclists 
from  LA don't k now  h ow  good th e y've  got it. 
Not to say th e re  can't be  a ton of 
im prove m e nt, th e re  ce rtainly can. 

M organ: It's re ally fascinating b e cause  th e  LA 
sce ne  se e m s to h ave  just com e  from  a se rie s of 
rand om  e ve nts. It's a sce ne  th at is still ve ry 
m uch  in and  of itse lf and  not co- opte d .

CC: R igh t, righ t. 

M organ: Exce pt m ayb e  th e  fixe d  ge ar sce ne  
w h ich  is b e com ing a little  lik e  th at [m ainly in 
re fe re nce  to 'Te am  Pum a', th e  pum a-
sponsore d  m e sse nge r race  te am ].

CC: Ye ah , th at's be com ing a little  pre cious. I 
pe rsonally don't ride  one  and don't 
unde rstand th e  joys associate d w ith  th e m  
but I unde rstand th at th e y're  th e re  for oth e r 
pe ople . Th e y've  be com e  th e  M az da M iata of 
th e  cycling sce ne . Th e y've  be com e  th is  w e ird 
sym bol of th e  cycling sce ne . And th e y h ave  to 
w atch  out, w ith  all due  re spe ct, sim ply 
be cause  th e y are  som e w h at pre cious about 



w h at th e y're  doing, w h ich  is  som e w h at 
alie nating, w h ich  is  som e th ing you've  got to 
w atch  out for, be cause  you're  k ind of 
alie nating th e  k ind of pe ople  w h o you re ally 
w ant to w in ove r. 

M organ: Th at's a re ally, re ally valid point.

CC: Ye ah , and I'm  strictly h e re  to co- e xist 
w ith  cars. I w ant re spe ct from  th e m , and I'll 
give  th e m  th e  sam e . In th e  sam e  w ay th at 
th e y're  com ple te ly assh olic, socce r m om s on 
th e ir ce ll ph one s blasting th rough  a ye llow  
ligh t and not paying atte ntion to w h at 
th e y're  doing -  not unde rstanding th at force  
e q uals m ass tim e s  acce le ration, th at th is  is  
basically a tank  th at th e y're  blasting th rough  
th e  inte rse ction, conve rse ly th e re  are  som e , 
you k now , le t's call th e m  'e xtre m e ' e le m e nts 
in th e  m idnigh t ridaz  cre w  and various 
subculture s  w h o piss  m otorists off. And I'm  
just lik e , "look  m an, you're  not doing m e  any 
favors". Th e  ne xt tim e  th at I e ncounte r th at 
guy th at you pisse d off, h e 's  going to 
re m e m be r YO U  and not th ink  tw ice  about 
re vving it up and scaring m e . 

M ax: Th e  funny th ing is th at m ost of th e m  
you se e  sh ow ing up and  tak ing th e ir b ik e s off 
th e  back  of a car! It re ally isn't th e  pe ople  th at 
rid e  th e  m ost w h o are  th e  m ost agro.

CC: Righ t. You k now  w h at's h ard, th at w h e n 
you're  all pum pe d up on adre naline  from  
cycling and you're  totally h ype r- aw are  and a 
car or bus cuts you off or doe s som e th ing 
th at's not ve ry cool, you just w ant to ge t up 
on th e ir tire  and ye ll at th e m . M yse lf, I tak e  a 
de e p bre ath  and calm  dow n.

M organ: It's re ally e asy to ge t into a h e rd  
m e ntality w h e n you're  in a h e rd .

CC: Ye ah . I've  se e n instance s w ith  th e  ridaz  

and th e y com e  to an inte rse ction and 
som e one  in a BM W  doe s som e th ing th e y 
don't lik e  and th e y start k ick ing th e  corne r 
pane ls. You k now , th is  is  not doing anybody 
any favors. 

M ax: I th ink  it's a bad  com bination of th e  
psych ological d isconne ction you h ave  w ith  
d riving a car and  th e  ultra- se nsitisation of 
b e ing on a b ik e , b e ing all 'grrrrr!!!'. 

CC: Ye ah , it's  tough . At le ast e ve ry urban 
cycling trip, I re ally w ant to m oth e rfuck  at 
le ast one  pe rson in a car. And just in ge ne ral, 
and not to play into a ste re otype , SU V drive rs 
are  th e  w orst drive rs. Th e y're  th e  le ast aw are  
[cue  m utte ring from  all partie s  about 
H um m e rs]. I th ink  th at w h at sh ould h appe n 
is  th at e ve ryone  re giste ring an SU V sh ould be  
trick e d into going to anoth e r se ss ion of 
D rive r's  Ed via som e  sort of sting ope ration, 
offe ring fre e  tune - ups or som e th ing. Not to 
be  re actionary or anyth ing. But I can dre am .

M organ: It's b e e n a re al pe t pe e ve  of m ine  
re ce ntly: rid e rs b e ing ove r- aggre ssive . I've  
e nd e d  up ye lling at pe ople  on rid e s re ce ntly. 

M ax: k ind  of a ge ne ral proble m  is th at w h ole  
m e ntality of sim ply 'b e ing in th e  w ay'. You 
k now , 'le t's rid e , and  ge t in th e  w ay...'. 

CC: You k now , I'm  sort of a z e n libe rtarian. I 
w ant to pe ace fully co- e xist w ith  pe ople  and 
now  h ave  th e m  cut m e  off or do scre w y 
th ings to m e . And th e  lunatic fringe  of 
cycling unde rm ine s  th at. Not th at th e re  
are n't lunatic fringe s e ve ryw h e re . I w as on 
one  m idnigh t ridaz  once  and w e  w e re  on 
Adam s, m aybe , ne ar U SC, and th e re  w as th is  
one  guy playing ch ick e n w ith  cars, riding on 
th e  w rong side  of th e  road. Luck ily th e  
darw inian stuff w ill tak e  care  of th is  guy soon 
e nough , be fore  h e  can do too m uch  dam age . 



But you k now , th at's a bit counte rproductive .

M ax: I th ink  it w as pre tty funny on th e  last 
m id nigh t rid az  w h e re  th e  police  w e re  saying, 
'stay in th e  righ t lane , stay in th e  one  lane '. W e  
ne e d  a little  m ore  re asonable  goal. Lik e , 'stay 
out of on- com ing traffic'. I th ink  w e  can 
h and le  th at.

CC: Ye ah . But I don't m e an to 
bag on th e  ridaz . I h ave  re ally 
com e  to appre ciate  re ce ntly 
th e  ridaz  and th e  'organiz e rs', 
as th e y've  re ally done  th e  
im possible  and w ork e d out 
h ow  to h e rd cats.

M organ: one  of m y favorite  
ph rase s, 'h e rd ing cats'. th ank s. 
Anyw ay, one  last th ing. You 
rid e  up to M t. W ilson and  I've  
se e n a post from  you talk ing 
about d oing rid az  on a frid ay 
follow e d  by th e  Plane t U ltra 
e ve nt from  Lone  Pine  to 
Panam int Springs ne ar D e ath  Valle y by 
m oonligh t. You're  into both  th e  urban sce ne  
and  th e  road ie /ultrad istance  sce ne , th at w e 're  
ve ry m uch  into. W e  w e re  just stok e d  to re ad  
about th at. So m ayb e  just finish  off by saying 
som e th ing about your favorite  road ie  rid e s.

CC: Ye ah , th at w as all fortuitious. It w as th e  
m idnigh t ridaz  th e atre  ride , I th ink , and th e  
ne xt day it w as th e  Plane t U ltra Lone  Pine  by 
m oonligh t ce ntury ride , and I'd just brok e n 
up w ith  som e one  just th re e  days be fore , so I 
w as all re ady for th at. Th e  Lone  Pine  to D e ath  
Valle y ce ntury w as s im ultane ously th e  be st 
and th e  w orst of road/distance  riding, 
e spe cially w h e n you're  de aling w ith  forty to 
sixty M PH  h e adw inds, and th irty de gre e s  
te m pe rature s! O n one  le ve l it w as 
e xcruciating and on anoth e r le ve l it w asn't 

e xcruciating e nough , partuclarly w ith  w h e re  
m y m ind w as at th e  tim e . I sort of th ough , 
'O K, is  th is  th e  be st you can give  m e ? Is  th is  
th e  w orst you can th rough  at m e ? 'cos if it is, 
I can stare  it dow n, and not be cause  I'm  a 
badass, but it's  just a case  of "I w in, you 
lose "' [Top D .R.I. q uote  th e re ! -  m organ]. O f 
course , in m y m ind I w in. In re ality I don't. 

But th at's just a part of 
cycling psych ology. D e nial. 
But back  on track  -  I've  
ridde n in a lot of place s in 
Am e rica, and I s h ip a bik e  
w ith  m e  to e ve ry city I visit. 
O ne  of th e  fine st place s, 
strange ly e nough , is  on th e  
Natch e z  Trace  in 
M ississ ipi. It is  a h igh w ay 
w h ich  is  tw o- lane , th e y 
don't allow  any 
com m e rcial ve h icle s, th e  
m axim um  spe e d is  fifty 
M PH  and it goe s from  
Natch e z , M ississ ipi on th e  
bank s  of th e  M ississ ipi 

rive r all th e  w ay to Nash ville . It's not 
ne ce ssarily som e th ing th at your re ade rsh ip 
is  going to h op on th e ir b ik e s  and do 
tom m orow . But it's  such  a gre at w ay to 
com m une  w ith  th e  m e die val boondock s and 
sw am ps, you k now , dixie , and you se e  th ings 
on a bicycle  th at you don't se e  in any w ay. 
Th at could be  D e ath  Valle y, Ve rm ont, or th e  
Natch e z  Trail. Th at ride  is  all k udz u and 
cypre ss  tre e s  and sw am ps and it is  ve ry 
transce nde ntal and on som e  atavistic le ve l 
you're  ge tting in touch  w ith  th e  gh ost of th e  
Am e rican past. And I th ink  you can only do 
th at on a bicycle .

M organ: Profound . Th ank s!

You can find  m ore  info on Cole  Coonce 's 
w riting at...h ttp://w w w .k e rosenebom b.com /

"Th e Lone Pine 
to Death  Valley 

century was 
simultaneously 

th e best and th e 
worst 

road/distance 
riding, especially 

wh en you're 
dealing with  

forty to sixty 
MPH  h eadwinds, 

and th irty 
degrees 

temperatures!"



W h at se e m s to be  a cyclical tre nd (or a poorly 
place d bik e - pun w ith in th e  first 7 w ords) 
re occurre d once  again last Friday, tire d, 
th ink ing m ostly of be e r, and se ate d firm ly in 
th e  couch …do I both e r atte m pting to ch ange  
th is? Earlie r e fforts to m ak e  it out to th e  
W e stside  (w h at once  w as m y locale  afte r 
m oving from  th e  oth e r s ide  of th e  globe ) h ad 
faile d: th e  first annive rsary ride  for th e  Santa 
M onica Critical M ass w ould h ave  to be  
passe d up, no w ay I’m  riding cross tow n from  
37th  and H oove r w ith out any food at 6pm  on 
th e  off ch ance  th e  ride  h asn’t le ft ye t. But, 
be ing in Los Ange le s (suppose dly th e  m ost 
bik e  un- frie ndly city on th e  face  of th e  
plane t) th e re  w as of course  an alte rnative . O n 
th e  frosty w inte r e ve  (approx 60 de gre e s  and 
not a cloud in th e  s k y), Ride Arc, a ride  
organiz e d by a fe w  local arch ite cture  
stude nts h ad re e m e rge d afte r se ve ral m onth s 
of obscurity to tak e  back  its place  as th e  ‘first-
Friday- of- th e - m onth - ride ’…w e ll at le ast th at 
w asn’t on th e  w e st side  of tow n. 

H aving m isse d pre vious Ride Arc ride s  due  to 
som e  unfortunate  clash e s  of age nda (ie : fre e  
be e r tasting) I h ad sw orn to m ak e  it out to 
th e  ne xt ride , and be ing som e w h at of an 
arch ite cture  ne rd I could w rite  th is  off as 
‘re se arch ’ for m y now  som e w h at flailing Ph d. 
D ue  to a proce ss  of osm osis  from  living in m y 
pre se nt situation w ith  oth e r ‘tim e - unaw are ’ 
h ouse  m e m be rs, I found m yse lf le aving 
h om e  for a 5 m ile  ride  at th e  tim e  th e  ride  
w as suppose dly le aving. O f course  th is  is  L.A. 

and I arrive d w ith  a good 45 
m inute s to spare .

Th e  th e m e  for th is  m onth s 
ride  w as th e  provocative ly 
title d “Se x, Se xuality, and 
Love  Ride ” and w as to m e e t 
at Sunse t and La Bre a, ne xt 
to th e  ‘Craz y Girls’ strip club. 

W ith out m any noticing, a young e m ploye e  
ginge rly sidle d h e r w ay up to a frie nd and 
ask e d if th e  ride  w as Critical M ass, as sh e  h ad 
m ove d from  Se attle  and w as curious to k now  
w h y 50+  ride rs  h ad locate d in th e  local gas 
station. Afte r be ing inform e d it w as a se x-
th e m e d ride  s h e  le ft w ith  a conce rne d look  
on h e r face , w alk ing back  to th e  club w ith  
h igh - cut g- string stick ing a good 4 inch e s  
above  h e r pant line …it appe are d th e  title  of 
th e  ride  w as som e w h at fitting. Eve ntually th e  
ride rs  rolle d out of th e  gas station on a rath e r 
indire ct path  to U CLA…w ait, w asn’t I trying 
to avoid riding to th e  w e st side ? 

A fe w  th ings le d to th is  ride  standing out 
from  oth e r ‘m ass’ ride s  I’d pre viously be e n 
on. Th e  spe e d of th e  ride  for one  (w e  m ade  it 
to U CLA and back , w ith  stops, in around 2 
h ours) w as m uch  faste r th an norm al. 
Unfortunate ly m any didn’t unde rstand th e  
conce pt of ‘cork ing’, or th at oth e r w ack y 
conce pt ‘w aiting’, but not to w orry. Se cond, 
th e  re ply to th e  com m on q ue stion of 
be w ilde re d bystande rs of “w h at is  th is?” 
w asn’t th e  usual “Critical M ass!” or th e  alw ays 
w itty “it’s  a bik e  ride !” (h ilarious) but rath e r, 
“it’s  a se x tour!”. If th at doe sn’t ge t se e dy 
dude s  standing on Santa M onica Boule vard 
at 11pm  into riding, noth ing w ill. 

Th rough out th e  ride  a num be r of stops w e re  
m ade  to point out varying site s  of 
arch ite cture  in L.A.’s  concre te  fabric, re lating 
to diffe ring aspe cts of ‘se x’, ‘se xuality’ or ‘love ’. 

Sex Pedaling in 
Los Angeles
Budge reports back on his debut on the 
new RideArc ride on February 3rd.



A num be r of conce rne d Be ve rly H ills 
re side nts pe e re d out of dark ly tinte d SU V 
w indow s to try and figure  out w h y 50 or so 
cyclists w e re  staring out th e ir h ouse , pe rh aps 
conce rne d som e  tw iste d 2006 ve rsion of 
Clock w ork  O range  w as about to unfold. Th e  
only ‘bit of in- and- out’ h ow e ve r w as save d 
for stop- offs at th e  liq uor store , or sw iftly 
tim e d jok e s  pe rtaining to q ue stions of “w h at 
is  an e xam ple  of fe m inine  arch ite cture ” (th e  
answ e r for th ose  curious to k now  w as th e  
Pe ntagon, but I’ll le ave  you to figure  out w h y 
th at is).

And so afte r passing th rough  num e rous 
ne igh bourh oods, ris k ing ce rtain de ath  on th e  
alw ays e njoyable  se ction of W ilsh ire  th rough  
Ce ntury City, stopping off in W ill Roge rs 
M e m orial Park , and te m pting e ach  oth e r to 
ring th e  doorbe ll of palatial m ansions se t in 
Be l Air lik e  th e  m ature  adults consum ing 
ch e ap liq uor on bicycle s th at w e  are , th e re  
w as only one  th ing le ft to do. Atte m pt th e  
alw ays fate ful pass 
th rough  Sunse t Strip on a 
Friday e ve ning. Noth ing 
com pare s to th e  bottom -
fe e ding scum  of th e  e arth  
‘h um ans’ strate gically 
place d at th e  aw ful clubs 
and bars s ituate d on th is  
part of Sunse t Boule vard. 
I’ve  ridde n th rough  som e  
unple asant are as of Los 
Ange le s in m y tim e , but 
not e ve n th at strange  
sm e ll th at e m anate s from  
th e  La Bre a tar pits late  at 
nigh t, or th e  sm ash ing of 
glass bottle s be ing 
th row n at m e  from  
som e w h e re  above  in 
D ow ntow n by crack -
de ale rs com pare s to th is. 

H undre ds of police , drunk e n jock s, and 
pe ople  w ith  alre ady poor driving sk ills now  
intoxicate d by ch e ap Am e rican be e r 
populate  th e  roadw ay. Som e h ow  avoiding 
th e  ope ning of car doors, num e rous police  
office rs and se ve re ly pisse d- off m otorists 
stuck  in a traffic- jam  at m idnigh t afte r h aving 
paid $14 to park  (oh  th e  irony), th e  ride  
finish e d back  at th e  starting point w ith  a fe w  
le ss  th an h ad be gun, but a succe ssful ride  in 
all.

If you’re  bore d on a Friday nigh t (th at isn’t 
Critical M ass, M idnigh t Ridaz z , W e stside  
Critical M ass, or any oth e r Friday nigh t ride ) 
com e  dow n to th e  SciArc le d bicycle  outing, 
Ride Arc. Not only w ill you se e  som e  curious 
pie ce s  of arch ite cture  you’ve  ne ve r notice d 
w h ilst dodging traffic on Ve rm ont or 
O lym pic, but you m igh t e ve n com e  aw ay 
w ith  a sligh tly be tte r k now le dge  of th is  
suppose dly bik e - h ating city.



Re ading adve nture  storie s/book s h as alw ays 
be e n a part of m y life .  H e aring about tre k k ing 
in th e  H im alayas,  back pack ing in Latin 
Am e rica, de se rt crossings in Africa, pe ace  
w ork e rs  in th e  M iddle  East…th e se  storie s  
alw ays took  m e  to a far off place  and re ading 
th e m  w as an acce ptable  w ay to spe nd a rainy 
day w h e n I could not be  out riding.

Trave ling to ride  BM X 
trails all ove r th e  country 
w as alw ays adve nturous, 
but w as ne ve r an 
Ad ve nture  th e  w ay th e  
one s I re ad w e re .  Sim ply, 
th e se  storie s  w e re  about 
pe ople  I w ould ne ve r m e e t w h o w e re  doing 
th ings th at w e re  out of m y re ach .  Th is  I fully 
acce pte d.  But som e th ing ch ange d w h e n I w as 
23.  Sitting in a strange r’s  living room , afte r 
be ing re le ase d from  a h ospital in Flagstaff, 
Ariz ona, I cam e  across Th e  U ltim ate  H igh  by 
Goran Kropp.  An account of h is  7,000 m ile  
bik e  trip from  Sw e de n to Ne pal to clim b 
Eve re st w /o oxyge n or Sh e rpas. Anoth e r story 

of a far off place  by a pe rson I w ould ne ve r 
e m ulate , but th e  tim ing w as diffe re nt.  Se e  I 
w as on m y first bik e  tour, a 3300- m ile  trip 
from  California to Pe nnsylvania, w h e n a drive r 
lost control in th e  snow  and h it m e  h e ad- on at 
55 m ph .  Luck ily, m y only injurie s  w e re  a 
brok e n w rist and som e  bruise d le gs (and a 
de stroye d bik e ). 

Re ading h is  account h ad 
tw o se e m ingly opposite  
e ffe cts on m e  1) It m ade  m y 
m ish ap se e m  trivial (som e  
of h is  frie nds die d on th e  
m ountain th at ye ar and h e  
h ad to h ik e  past th e ir froz e n 

bodie s) and 2) Th e  re aliz ation th at adve nture  
is  subje ctive .  Fully I w as on an Ad ve nture ! 
Afte r te n days of re st I w as off again w ith  a ne w  
bik e .  Sure , I w as not going to w rite  any book s, 
but I h ad rain storm s, h e ad w inds, s k e tch y 
sle e ping spots to be  found, truck s  to figh t off 
and brok e n bik e  parts/tools to ove rcom e . 

Riding in Los Ange le s is  its ow n Ad ve nture  

To Th e Extremo:
I Rock Th e Road Like A Vandal

"We know th at th ey 
use people like us 
to sell dumb ass 
SUV's to people 

like th em..."



e ve ry day, do not le t anyone  te ll you diffe re nt! 
Advocate s lik e  to ch am pion th e  safe ty of 
bicycle  com m uting, but w e  all k now  it is  
dange rous.  H e ll, m ost of us e njoy th e  dange r 
e le m e nt. 
Adm it it.  Th e  
ligh t turns 
ye llow  and 
you sprint. 
W h e n you 
split lane s at 
20 m ph  you 
th ink  about 
th e  e nvious 
m otorists and 
your ne ar 
Nirvana state  
of 
consciousne ss
.  You m ay not 
be  figh ting off 
polar be ars, but w h e n th e  bus drifts le ft, th e  
w ork  truck  drift righ t and you h ave  to m ove  
your arm s into th e  ce nte r of your bars, you are  
ris k ing life  and lim b.  Afte r m om e ntarily be ing 
pisse d off, w e  ch uck le  at th e  Extre m o (or ofte n 
Extre m a) in th e  X- Te rra w h o sw e rve d and 
alm ost h it us.  W e  k now  th at th e y use  pe ople  
lik e  us  to se ll dum b- ass SU V’s to pe ople  lik e  
th e m .  Th e ir adve nture  h appe ns in a box (afte r 
th e y le ave  th e  w ork  box); ours is  re al.  W h e n 

th e  pave m e nt is  h ot, w e  fe e l it.  Poth ole s m ay 
spill th e ir coffe e , but th e y can k ill us.  Righ t-
w ing param ilitarie s  m ay not k idnap us, but w e  
h ave  w e ll- funde d arm e d and dange rous gangs 

th at don’t w ant us in 
th e  stre e t (lik e  th e  
LAPD ).  O n m ore  
th an one  occasion I 
h ave  h ad a bik e  
re late d incide nt 
e scalate  to a gun 
be ing pointe d at 
m e .  

Sh ould w e  se e k  out 
dange r?  No.  Ide ally, 
I do not w ant to 
alm ost be  h it on a 
daily basis.  I w ould 
m uch  pre fe r riding 
conditions to 

im prove .  But m e anw h ile  w e  ne e d to acce pt 
th e  Ad ve nture  / dange r e le m e nt of our bik e  
riding live s and h arne ss  it.  Sitting in a bar is  
far le ss  e xciting th an th e  ride  to/from . 
Re m e m be r th at ne xt tim e  you are  bore d.  O ur 
adve nture  m e re ly ne e ds re aliz ation to be  at th e  
le ve l of th e  storie s  I h ave  re ad.  Trust m e . 

M att



O ne  drunk e n O ctobe r nigh t spe nt in 
Boulde r, CO  w ith  aw e som e  frie nd and 
e q ually aw e som e  trave l partne r, W ill, plans 
to ride  our bik e s  from  Braz il across South  
Am e rica w e re  initiate d. O ve r th e  course  of a 
fe w  sobe r w e e k s  w e  q uick ly cam e  to th e  
re aliz ation th at not only w ould ge tting to 
Braz il w ould be  financially im possible  not to 
m e ntion th e  fact th at riding as far as w e  
w ante d w ould be  im possible  w ith  th e  tim e  
w e  h ad. Th e  plans q uick ly turne d into an 
EPIC ride  from  Se attle  to San Francisco, and 
soon w e  w e re  able  to convince  fe llow  
Boulde r bik e  punk , Robbie , to join us. 
August first w e  all m e t in th e  Se attle /Tacom a 
airport to e m bark  on our EPIC adve nture . 
Unfortunate ly th e re  just isn’t e nough  room  
in one  issue  of bik e pLAgue  for all th e  gritty 
de tails, but h ope fully th e re  can be  som e  
inspiration to ge t on a bik e  and ride  re ally far.

Th ings you re ally do ne e d:
Bik e s  th at are  m e ant to carry th ings. W e  all 
h ad racing fram e s and did a com bination of 
rigging pannie rs  on w ith  c- clam ps and th e n 
Robbie  brough t a traile r. Th e re  w e re  se ve ral 
points at w h ich  w e  th ough  w e  w e re  going to 
snap our ch ainstays, and forge t ge tting out 
of th e  saddle  to clim b h ills. It w ork e d alrigh t, 
but I don’t th ink  th e  se t- up w ould h ave  h e ld 
up m uch  longe r th an it did.
Tube s. I can’t stre ss  e nough  on bringing or 
re stock ing your supply. In our first 2 days of 
riding I h ad 4 flats th at couldn’t be  patch e d. 
Fortunate ly, I re stock e d in Portland and th e n 
ne ve r h ad anoth e r flat th e  w h ole  trip. Plus, 
h ow  ofte n do patch e s  re ally h old for m ost of 
us?
Som e th ing to w rite  in. Robbie  w as th e  be st 

at k e e ping a 
day to day 
account of 
w h at w as 

going on. Each  e ve ning w e ’d all sit dow n 
and re cap th e  day’s  e ve nts. Afte r so m any 

days and so m any sim ilarly sm all tow ns 
th ings te nd to ge t a bit jum ble d.
Clifbars. I’m  pre tty sure  w e  s h ould h ave  
atte m pte d to ge t a sponsorsh ip from  Clif. 
Not only w e re  th e y th e  e asie st ve gan source  
of calorie s  to carry, but just th e  th ing w h e n 
you re aliz e  you can’t pe dal anym ore , but th e  
ne xt tow n is  still 15 m ile s off. 

Th ings w e  se nt h om e  from  Portland/ W atch  
out!
iPods. If you’re  riding w ith  oth e r pe ople , sing 
to e ach  oth e r ok ay? H one stly, W ill and I h ad 
a good sing along to som e  Little  M e rm aid 
songs th at I w ouldn’t trade  for anyth ing. Th is  
w ill also m ak e  you REALLY appre ciate  your 
re cord colle ction w h e n you ge t h om e . 
Cloth e s. I didn’t h ave  th is  proble m , as I w as 
re ally close  to unde rpack ing, but Robbie  h ad 
m ore  th an h e  could w e ar. Arm  w arm e rs 
m ak e  a gre at substitute  for a long- sle e ve d 
je rse y s ince  you don’t ne e d to stop to tak e  
th e m  off only to ne e d th e m  again 20 
m inute s late r. It’s  re ally e asy to ge t use d to 
w alk ing around in spande x e ve ryw h e re  you 
go and not th ink  tw ice  about it. I do h igh ly 
re com m e nd flip- flops for th e  alw ays-
h ygie nic cam pground bath room s.
Saddle  sore s. In riding 75+  m ile s a day you’re  
bound to run into trouble  w ith in tw o w e e k s  
tim e . Ironically, th e  pe rson th at spe nt m ore  
tim e  on a bik e  be fore  th is  trip also h ad th e  
w orst proble m  in th is  are a, so don’t th ink  
you’re  im m une  to it. Triple  Anti- biotic 
ointm e nt w ill save  your ass.

Th ings you sh ould do:
Sle e p outside  on th e  be ach e s  of O re gon. I’ll 

12 days, 10 0 1 miles, 
3 dirty kids.



adm it, w e  put up th e  te nt a fe w  tim e s  to 
w ard off th e  w ind com ing in off th e  w ate r, 
but e ve ry ch ance  w e  got w e  snuck  dow n to 
th e  be ach e s  and just crash e d out. Th e  w e t air 
w ill do a num be r on your ch ain ove rnigh t 
th ough , so don’t forge t th e  lube . 
H angout inside  of a giant re dw ood. Th e re ’s  
ple nty of tim e  in a 30+ m ile  stre tch  on th e  Ave  
of th e  Giants in North e rn California, ge t off 
th e  b ik e  and love  th e  tre e s  a little . Th e y w ill 
also m ak e  se e ing cle ar- cut fore sts in th e  
north e rn part of O re gon a little  le ss  painful. 
Ignore  e le vation ch arts. Eve ntually you’ll 
start m e ntally e xh austing yourse lf if you 

k now  you h ave  a big h ill to clim b in th e  late r 
part of your day.
Eat at Farm e r’s  m ark e ts. You’ll save  m one y. 
You buy local produce . Pe ople  in sm all tow ns 
are  re ally aw e som e  w h e n you turn up w ith  a 
loade d bik e  in tow . 

Ge tting Stok e d:
Cycling th e  W e st Coast by Lone ly Plane t. Th e  
book  is  pre tty solid and de pe ndable . W e  rode  
q uite  a bit faste r th an th e y inte nd, but th e y 
still h ave  days of 50+ m ile s for th e  m ost part. 

- m e gan



Ask  M s. Spindle  w e lcom e s your le tte rs on any subje ct, including, but not 
lim ite d to: b ik e s, k nitting, th e  se paration of ch urch  and state , love , m id-
ce ntury m ode rn furniture , garde ning, stain re m oval, and Los Ange le s 
landm ark s. Em ail spindle@ stealth issw eater.com

D e ar you fuck ing Spindle  bitch ,
W h at I w anna k now  is, do you pussie s  in LA th ink  
w e ’re  not h ardcore  e nough  in th e  718 to h ost 
Bik e sum m e r or w h at? Your Bik e w inte r is  a JO KE. I 
don’t th ink  you REALIZ E w h at w e  go th rough  out 
h e re  on a D AILY basis. W e  are  k e e ping it re al in a 
de spe rate  w ay out h e re . W e  are  k e e ping bik e  
culture  VITAL and ALIVE and to be  disse d by you 
pe ople  w h o spe nd all your tim e  ch oosing w h ich  
type  of sunglass le nse s  are  be st for visibility and 
prote ction is  just not righ t. I am  se riously 
BU M M ED  O U T th at you th ink  Canada is  a m ore  
appropriate  ve nue  to carry th e  Bik e sum m e r torch  
th an us h e re  in Brook lyn. W e  m igh t not h ave  
m aple  syrup or poutine  but w e  h ave  style  and w e  
se riously h ave  RE- INVENTED  w h at it m e ans to be  
stre e t.
Sch w inn W arrior,
Th e  718
PS. W e  h ave  16 ve gan re staurants in W illiam sburg 
alone . Tak e  th at, suck a.

D e ar W arrior,
I w as th e  lone  voice  voting for Brook lyn. I can’t 
fuck ing stand 
Canadians.

D e ar M s. Spindle ,
I k now  th is  isn’t a ve ry re le vant q ue stion for Los 
Ange le s, but w h at do you do w h e n it rains and you 
ne e d to go som e w h e re ?
M igh t M e lt
Cre nsh aw  D istrict

D e ar M igh t,
Th e re  are  2 sch ools of th ough t on th is  one . Th e  
first is, “rain is  a w onde rful e xcuse  for an 
adve nture . Se iz e  th e  day.” Th e  oth e r is, “ can I 
borrow  your car?” Pe rsonally, I’m  into w e t riding, 

as long as I’m  fully clad in som e th ing w ate rproof 
and I ch e ck  m y brak e s  about e ve ry 3 fe e t. Be tte r 
still to be  on a fixie , so th ose  pe sk y w e t brak e  pads 
are n’t th e  only th ing be tw e e n 
you and pote ntial de ath . But if som e  big strapping 
m an offe rs m e  and m y bik e  a ride  in h is  b ig 
gas- guz z ling SU V, I’m  gonna say ye s. Be cause , if 
h e ’s  driving alone , h e ’s  a gross w aste ful slob, but if 
h e ’s  car- pooling w ith  m e , th e n h e ’s  part of th e  
solution!

D e ar M s. Spindle ,
I’m  stok e d to go to Bik e sum m e r in M ontre al. I love  
h ock e y and poutine . M y D ad says th at w h e n h e  
and m y M om  w e re  stude nts in Roch e ste r, Ne w  
York , th e y use d to go up to Niagara Falls all th e  
tim e  to pick  up h ook e rs  and score  w e e d. H e  said 
you could just go be tw e e n th e  U S and Canada 
w ith  a fak e  drive r’s  lice nse , no proble m . But I w as 
talk ing to som e  h ippie  ch ick  th e  oth e r day at th e  
coffe e  cart ne ar m y w ork , and sh e  said you ne e d 
to h ave  a passport to ge t to Canada. W h at’s  up?
Slugm an
M id- W ilsh ire

D e ar Slug,
In th e  h alcyon days be fore  H om e land Se curity 
sow e d ruin, fe ar, and m istrust, yours truly 
w ande re d be tw e e n nations w ith  noth ing m ore  
th an a sch ool ID  and a h alf- bak e d alibi. Th e se  
days, you can’t board a plane  to Canada w ith out a 
passport. Th e  drive - th rough  stations are  
suppose dly a bit m ore  lax, but do you re ally w ant 
to risk  it and e nd up torture d and th e n 
ph otograph e d w ith  your ne w  “frie nds” in som e  
airle ss, w indow le ss ce l in an ille gal offsh ore  
de te ntion ce nte r? If you’re  a U S citiz e n and you 
plan on re turning to LA, ge t a passport. Start now -  
it tak e s  a couple  of m onth s.

Ask Ms. Spindle



Ne xt is s ue ?
If w e  ge t a load of gre at fe e dback  or find ours e lve s  w ith  too m uch  fre e  tim e  again, w e  
m ay ge t anoth e r one  toge th e r around th e  be ginning of fe bruary...

Incide ntally, w e 're  too ide alis tic to run ads , s o s e nd us  cas h . Yay.

Ne xt is s ue ?
If w e  ge t a load of gre at fe e dback  or find ours e lve s  w ith  too m uch  fre e  tim e  again, w e  
m ay ge t anoth e r one  toge th e r around th e  be ginning of fe bruary...

Incide ntally, w e 're  too ide alis tic to run ads , s o s e nd us  cas h . Yay.

Ne xt is s ue ?
If w e  ge t a load of gre at fe e dback  or find ours e lve s  w ith  too m uch  fre e  tim e  again, w e  
m ay ge t anoth e r one  toge th e r around th e  be ginning of fe bruary...

Incide ntally, w e 're  too ide alis tic to run ads , s o s e nd us  cas h . Yay.

Ne xt issue ?
I dunno. M aybe  M ay som e tim e ? M aybe  soone r if you w rite  us, punk !

Incide ntally, w e 're  still too ide alistic to run ads, so still se nd us cash . Yay.

Go!
Th e  last w ord...






